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Local News Vol 03 | Issue 06

“National Cashew Policy 2022-2027” Officially Launched
“National Cashew Policy 2022-2027" has officially been launched
to increase productivity and competitiveness of Cambodia’s
cashew, one of the country’s priority agro-industrial crops. The
event was presided over by Pan Sorasak, Minister of Commerce,
at the ministry office. With 106 pages, the new policy which can
be downloaded via https://cutt.ly/twrz/WOD was endorsed by
the Council of Ministers on Jan. 13, 2023, and was aimed to
develop cashew production, processing, and marketing to be
more competitive to ensure sustainability and economic
diversification, and to transform Cambodia into an important
producer and supplier of cashew nuts for local, regional and global
markets in the near future, the minister stressed. According to the
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, in 2022, cashew
production covered 435,733 hectares of cultivated area, of which
330,861 hectares were harvested, giving 508,283 tons of yields.
Some 471,520 tons of fresh cashew nuts and 1,557 tons of
processed ones were exported last year. Source: Khmer Times

ASEAN Economic Integration at the Crossroads

Currently, ASEAN member countries are working towards
achieving greater economic cooperation in the areas of financial
policies, trade and human capital. The integration will also serve
to promote goods and services, investment, labor mobilization,
and mobilization of capital. According to economists, the region
could potentially become a highly competitive economic union
operating as a single market. The integration will certainly
improve regional agricultural and industrial utilization, as well as
expand trade, and improve transportation and infrastructure
apart from labor-force expansion. The ASEAN region is projected
to rank as the fourth-largest economy in the world by the year
2050. According to economists, the potential challenges to
creating an ASEAN economic union are numerous including the
higher costs related to integration. Source: Khmer Times

Cambodia Forging Ahead with FTAs

Cambodia is continuing to negotiate trade partnership
agreements with several countries in order to access new foreign
markets and boost the Kingdom’s self-reliance, according to
Minister of Commerce Pan Sorasak. He shared the Kingdom’s
pride in several recent trade agreements, such as the Regional
Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP), the Cambodia-
China Free Trade Agreement (CCFTA), Cambodia-Korea Free
Trade Agreement (CKFTA) and the Cambodia-United Arab
Emirates Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement
(CAM-UAE CEPA). He explained that further trade agreements are
currently under negotiation and expected to be completed soon.
“We are negotiating to open additional markets as part of the
government’s vision to seize new market opportunities abroad
and help make Cambodia self-reliant. This will ensure the
sustainability of a robust economy, expanded product markets,
higher living standards and more employment opportunities,” he
said. Source: Phnom Penh Post

Ministry Unveils Licensing Platform for e-Businesses

The Ministry of Commerce on June 14 formally launched an
“automated” system for e-business permit and license
applications in a bid to create a better business environment in
Cambodia by speeding up operations as well as reducing
bureaucracy and costs. Presiding over the accompanying
ceremony, Minister of Commerce Pan Sorasak shared that local
firm Intech Dev Co Ltd lent a hand in the development of the
system, which he presented as part of his ministry’s “in-depth
reforms” aimed at improving service delivery, along with similar
platforms for business and trademark registrations, as well as
certificates of origin. Source: Phnom Penh Post
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Global News Vol 03 | Issue 06

BRICS Common Currency Would Be No Threat to the Dollar
Foreign ministers from the BRICS countries — Brazil, Russia, India,
China and South Africa — met in June along with ministers from
other countries, including Iran, Egypt, the United Arab Emirates
and Saudi Arabia. On the agenda was the possibility of expanding
membership of the group to include these countries, and Russia
added urgency to the proceedings because of the impact of
western sanctions. But the main topic of discussion was the
creation of a common BRICS currency. The New Development
Bank was tasked with finding ideas for how to achieve this. It was
hailed by some as a major step towards the demise of the dollar.
Creating a common currency is not a new idea. But if such a
currency is ever achieved, it is unlikely to replace the dollar — it
would exist in addition to the established dollar-based global
monetary system. It will be a regional initiative rather like the
Euro. In the case of Europe, the process from bilateral settlements
to a common currency took close to 50 years. Source: OMFIF

Trade in Turmoil

Despite geopolitical tensions, meaningful cooperation on trade
remains possible. “Globalization is a fact of life. But | believe we
have underestimated its fragility,” United Nations Secretary-
General Kofi Annan told the World Economic Forum almost a
quarter century ago. Today, the fragility of the liberal international
trading system that has underpinned peace and prosperity since
the end of the Cold War is all too evident. Some policymakers,
viewing globalization as a threat to domestic industries and
national security, seek to reduce their reliance on precarious
global supply chains. Even countries that once championed free
trade are turning inward to isolate from rivals and secure strategic
supplies of everything from computer chips to rare earths. Source:
International Monetary Fund

Financing Is Key to Boosting Low-Income Countries' Resilience to
Shocks

Low-income countries face multiple economic challenges—
including rapid inflation, food insecurity, costly borrowing, and
mounting debt—heightened by shocks from the pandemic and
Russia’s war in Ukraine. Financing can help low-income countries
become more resilient to economic shocks. IMF-funded countries
have recovered more quickly from the COVID-19 pandemic than
unfunded countries. An additional $440 billion in financing for
low-income countries through 2026 is essential to help these
countries build resilience to shocks and achieve economic growth.
Financing can help countries build up their reserves, invest in
infrastructure, and improve social safety nets. Source: World
Economic Forum

Inflation In Asia and the Pacific: The Good, The Bad, And How to
Prevent the Ugly

Inflation in Asia and the Pacific's developing economies has
declined, but the fight may not be over. The beginning of 2023 has
brought some good news on inflation for Asia and the Pacific. The
bad news is that a key indicator of price pressures suggests that
the job of curbing inflation in the region is not done yet. Core
inflation has risen in Asia and the Pacific, despite some recent
signs of cooling, it is now substantially higher than pre-pandemic
averages in many economies. The combination of slowing growth
and persistent core inflation is an ugly scenario to contemplate.
Outside of East Asia, average inflation in many economies in the
region is often relatively high, even when growth slows.
Maintaining a consistently moderate inflation rate is a key policy
objective, with important implications for development goals.
Source: Asian Development Bank

Global Supply Chains Need Fixing: Help Is on The Way

The Indo-Pacific Economic Framework is a multilateral effort
among 14 countries in the Asia-Pacific region to strengthen supply
chain resilience, foster innovation, and drive growth. The
framework, launched in May 2022, aims to address the
vulnerabilities of global supply chains through coordinated efforts
and information sharing. In May 2023, the partners announced
the substantial conclusion of negotiations on a supply chain
agreement, which includes measures such as coordinating critical
sector activities, establishing a crisis response network, and
promoting labor rights. The agreement presents economic
opportunities through collaboration, investment, and improved
emergency preparedness. It also aims to reduce reliance on a few
trading partners and catalyze investment in critical sectors.
Source: Asian Development Blog

Unlocking Central Asia's Economic Potential by Integrating into
Global Value Chains

Central Asia's integration into global value chains is limited,
hindering its economic growth and development opportunities.
The Central Asia Regional Economic Cooperation group (CAREC),
consisting of 11 countries, has the potential to address this issue
by strengthening trade governance and cooperation. Participation
in global value chains has increased in CAREC countries, but
absolute trading volumes remain low. To enhance integration, a
comprehensive free trade agreement within CAREC could reduce
trade barriers, promote unfettered trade, and establish a
framework for trade governance. This agreement could stimulate
trade within the region and streamline trade with other regions,
benefiting governments and businesses in Central Asia. Source:
Asian Development Blog
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3 ADB, Cambodia’s Economy to Accelerate in 2022 and 2023 is available at: https://www.adb.org/news/cambodia-economy-accelerate-2022-and-2023-adb, accessed
on 26 April 2023.
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6 Khmer Times, FDI inflow to Cambodia increases by 7.7 percent in 2022 despite global uncertainty, available at: FDI inflow to Cambodia increases by 7.7 percent in
2022 despite global uncertainty - Khmer Times (khmertimeskh.com), accessed on 26 April 2023.
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° SoFi Learn, How to Calculate the Payback Period, available at: https://www.sofi.com/learn/content/how-to-calculate-the-payback-period/
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1 Saylor Academy, Payback Period Method, available at:
https://learn.saylor.org/mod/book/tool/print/index.php?id=53751#:~:text=Payback%20ignores%20cash%20flows%20beyond,Estimated%20Annual%20Net%20Cash
%20Flow.
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12 The discount Factor for Any Cash Flow 'now' (year 0) is always = 1, regardless of what the cost ofcapital is.
13 Present value annuity factor table, the annuity factor 12% for 5 years is 3.605
4 present value factor 12% for 5% year is 0.567
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B Investopedia, What Is Present Value in Finance, and How Is It Calculated, available at:
https://www.investopedia.com/terms/p/presentvalue.asp#:~:text=by%20different%20investments.-

Present%20value%20(PV)%20is%20the%20current%20value%200f%20a%20future,could%20be%20earned%20if%20invested.
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16 University Teknologi MARA, Professional account ACCA (Ac551), available at: https://www.studocu.com/my/document/universiti-teknologi-mara/professional-
account-acca/f9-short-notes/25864125
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I- Introduction

Cambodia’s economy continued to growth 5.3% in 2022, and the economic growth is forecasted to reach 6.5% in 2023.3 It is the
outcome of improving infrastructure, enhancing logistics sector, and promoting trade facilitation. Services sector also contributed to
rebound to 4.8% this year, rising to 6.8% in 2023.* “Cambodia, which has traditionally focused on producing and exporting garments,
travel goods, and footwear, can benefit from diversification into light manufacturing such as bicycles, electronic components, and wiring
products. The diversification will make the economy more resilient to external demand shocks.”®

Cambodia promulgated to amend law on Investment on 15 October 2021 to allow reinvestment of Retained Earnings, which qualified
for QIP, and create many new laws to attract FDI. Cambodia has concluded many free trade agreements including RCEP, CCFTA, and
CKFTA and diversifies exports and enhance GVCs. Cambodia attracted fixed-asset investment of $4.68 billion in 2022, up 7.5% from
$4.35 billion in a year earlier.® While FDI has increased year to year, it does not mean that all investment projects will be successful, and
how do investors decide to invest in any project?

The research methodology is going to review Payback Period, Internal Rate of Return (IRR), and Net Present Value (NPV), in which one
is the best formula for the investor to make decision to invest or not. This research paper is going to give recommendation on how the
investors decide to invest in any project based on three investment appraisals above. The recommendation is going to examine which
one is the best method for decision making on a project investment.

II- Method of investment appraisal

1- Payback Period Method
This Method refers to the time it takes for the cash flow from the project to return the original investment.” The shorter the payback
period, the better, and it “obviously has to be shorter than the life of the project — otherwise there’s no reason to make the

investment.” If there’s a long payback period, you’re probably not looking at a worthwhile investment.®

Payback Period = the last year with negative cash flow + (Amount of cash flow at the end of that year / Cash flow during the year after
that year)®

A company is considering making a $550,000 investment in new equipment. The expected cash flows are as follows:

Year Cash Flow
1 S 85,000
2 S 140,000
3 S 200,000
4 S 110,000
5 S 60,000

1 HOR lengchhay, Director of Trade Training and Research Institute of the Ministry of Commerce of Cambodia, LLM, specializing in International legal studies, is pursuing
the Association of Chartered Certified Accountants (ACCA).

2 PHAL Yita, Deputy Director of Trade Training and Research Institute of the Ministry of Commerce of Cambodia, Master of Laws.

3 ADB, Cambodia’s Economy to Accelerate in 2022 and 2023 is available at: https://www.adb.org/news/cambodia-economy-accelerate-2022-and-2023-adb, accessed
on 26 April 2023.

4 1d

5 1d

6 Khmer Times, FDI inflow to Cambodia increases by 7.7 percent in 2022 despite global uncertainty, available at: FDI inflow to Cambodia increases by 7.7 percent in
2022 despite global uncertainty - Khmer Times (khmertimeskh.com), accessed on 26 April 2023.

7 Harvard Business Review, Financial Analysis, available at: https://hbr.org/2016/04/a-refresher-on-payback-method

8 Id

° SoFi Learn, How to Calculate the Payback Period, available at: https://www.sofi.com/learn/content/how-to-calculate-the-payback-period/

iTrade Bulletin | 17


https://www.adb.org/news/cambodia-economy-accelerate-2022-and-2023-adb
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/501215425/fdi-inflow-to-cambodia-increases-by-7-7-percent-in-2022-despite-global-uncertainty/
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/501215425/fdi-inflow-to-cambodia-increases-by-7-7-percent-in-2022-despite-global-uncertainty/
https://hbr.org/2016/04/a-refresher-on-payback-method
https://www.sofi.com/learn/content/how-to-calculate-the-payback-period/

Policy Brief Vol 03 | Issue 06

Year Cash Flow Net Invested Cash
0 S (550,000)
1 S 85,000 S (465,000)
2 S 140,000 S (325,000)
3 S 200,000 S (125,000)
4 S 110,000 S (15,000)
5 S 60,000 S 45,000

Year 4 is the last year with negative cash flow, so the payback period equation is: 4 + ($15,000/ $60,000) = 4.25 Years. So, the payback
period is 4.25 years.

Advantages of the payback method

- It is sample to calculate and simple to understand. This may be important when management resources are limited.

- It uses cash flows rather than accounting profits.

- It can be used as a screening device as first stage in eliminating obviously inappropriate projects prior to detailed
evaluation.

- The fact that it tends to short-term projects means that it tends to minimize both financial and business risk.

- It can be used when there is a capital rationing situation to identify those projects which generate additional cash for
investment quickly.

- An investment with short payback period makes the funds available soon to invest in another project.

- A short payback period reduces the risk of loss caused by changing economic conditions and other unavoidable
reasons.©

disadvantages of the payback method
- Payback ignores cash flows beyond the payback period, thereby ignoring the "profitability" of a project.*!
- It ignores the time value of money, this means that it does not take account of the fact that 1S today is worth more
than 1S in one year’s time.
- Payback is unable to distinguish between projects with same payback period.
- It may lead to excessive investment in short-term projects.
- It takes account of the risk of timing of cash flows but not the variability of those cash flows.

2- The Internal Rate of Return Method
The IRR method of investment appraisal is to accept projects whose IRR (the rate at which the NPV is zero) exceeds a target
rate of return. The IRR is calculated using interpolation.

IRR is the rate at which the total discounted cash inflows for a proposed project equals the discounted cash outflows. You can
use it to estimate the ability of potential investments to generate profit in percentage terms rather than a dollar value. IRR is
the cost of capital necessary to make a project turn a profit. IRR is also called the discounted flow rate of return or the e conomic
rate of return.

When the IRR of a project is equal to or greater than the initial capital, financial planners often proceed with the project. If a
project's IRR is lower than the cost of capital, they may not continue with the project since it may lose money. This can help a
company successfully budget a proposed project.

Using the NPV method of discounted cash flow, present values are calculated by discounting at a target rate of return, or cost of capital, and the difference
between the PV of costs and the PV of benefits is the NPV. In contrast, the internal rate of return (IRR) method is to calculate the exact DCF rate of return which
the project is expected to achieve, in other words the rate at which the NPV is zero. If the expected rate of return (the IRR or DCF yield) exceeds a target rate
of return, the project would be worth undertaking (ignoring risk and uncertainty factors).

Without a computer or calculator program, the calculation of the internal rate of return is made using a hit-and-miss technique known as the
interpolation method.

10 Accounting for Management.org, Payback method, available at: Payback method - formula, example, explanation, advantages, disadvantages | Accounting For
Management

1 Saylor Academy, Payback Period Method, available at:
https://learn.saylor.org/mod/book/tool/print/index.php?id=53751#:~:text=Payback%20ignores%20cash%20flows%20beyond,Estimated%20Annual%20Net%20Cash

%20Flow.
|
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Step 1 Calculate the net present value using the company's cost of capital.
Step 2 Having calculated the NPV using the company's cost of capital, calculate the NPV using asecond discount rate.

@) If the NPV is positive, use a second rate that is greater than the first rate
(b)  If the NPV is negative, use a second rate that is less than the first rate

Step 3 Use the two NPV values to estimate the IRR. The formula to apply is as follows.
IRR ~ a + (%)(b-a) %
NPVy,—NPV},
where a = the lower of the two rates of return used

b the higher of the two rates of return used
NPV, = theNPVobtainedusingratea
NPV, = theNPVobtained usingrateb

Note. Ideally NPV, will be a positive value and NPVy will be negative. (If NPVp is negative, then in the equation above you will be subtracting a negative, ie
treating it as an added positive).

Example: the IRR method

A company is trying to decide whether to buy a machine for $80,000 which will save costs of 20,000 per annum for 5 years and which will have a resale
value of $10,000 at the end of year 5. If it is the company'spolicy to undertake projects only if they are expected to yield a DCF return of 10% or more,
ascertain whether this project be undertaken.

Solution
Step 1 Calculate the first NPV, using the company's cost of capital of 10%
Year Cash flow PV factor 10% PV of cash
S flow
$
0 (80,000) 1.000 (80,000)
1-5 20,000 3.791 75,820
5 10,000 0.621 6,210
NPV =_2,030
This is positive, which means that the IRR is more than 10%.
Step 2 Calculate the second NPV, using a rate that is greater than the first rate, as the first rategave a positive
answer.
Suppose we try 12%.
Year Cash flow PV factor12% PV of cash flow
S S
0 (80,000) 1.00012 (80,000)
1-5 20,000 3.605%3 72,100
5 10,000 0.567% 5,670
NPV =_(2,230)
This is fairly close to zero and negative. The IRR is therefore greater than 10% (positiveNPV of $2,030) but
less than 12% (negative NPV of $2,230).
Step 3 Use the two NPV values to estimate the IRR.

The interpolation method assumes that the NPV rises in linear fashion between the two NPVs close to 0.
The IRR is therefore assumed to be on a straight line between NPV = $2,030 at 10% and NPV = =52,230 at
12%.

12 The discount Factor for Any Cash Flow 'now' (year 0) is always = 1, regardless of what the cost ofcapital is.
13 Present value annuity factor table, the annuity factor 12% for 5 years is 3.605
4 present value factor 12% for 5% year is 0.567
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Using the formula

NPV,
IRR = @+ () (b-a) %
IRR ~ 10 + (ﬂ)uz-w) % = 10.95%, say 11%
2,030+2,230

Ifitis company policy to undertake investments which are expected to yield 10% or more,this project would be undertaken.

If we use a cost of capital where the NPV is slightly positive, and use another cost of capital where it is slightly negative, we can estimate the IRR — where
the NPV is zero — by drawing a straight line between the two points on the graph that we have calculated.

Figure 1

Consider Figure 1.
(a) If we establish the NPVs at the two points P, we would estimate the IRR to be at point A.
(b) If we establish the NPVs at the two points Q, we would estimate the IRR to be at point B. The closer our NPVs are to zero, the closer our
estimate will be to the true IRR.

Advantage of the internal rate of return
- Use discounted cash flows
- Use time value of money
- Considered the whole life of project

Disadvantage of internal rate of return
- Cannot evaluate of mutually exclusive projects
- It does not consider of incremental project
- IRR many IRR values
- It does not measure the absolute increase in company value and the shareholders’ wealth.
- The IRR method ignores the relative size of investment

3- The Net Present Value Method
Future value (FV) is the value of a current asset at a specified date in the future based on an assumed rate of growth. The FV equation
assumes a constant rate of growth and a single upfront payment left untouched for the duration of the investment. The FV calculation
allows investors to predict, with varying degrees of accuracy, the amount of profit that can be generated by different investments.

FV=PV(1+1)"

where FV is the future value of the investment with interest

PV is the initial or 'present’ value of the investment
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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r isthe compound rate of return per time period, expressed as a proportion(so 10% = 0.10, 5% = 0.05 and so on)
n isthe number of time periods.

“Present value (PV) is the current value of a future sum of money or stream of cash flows given a specified rate of return. Present value
takes the future value and applies a discount rate or the interest rate that could be earned if invested. Future value tells you what an
investment is worth in the future while the present value tells you how much you'd need in today's dollars to earn a specific amount in
the future”.'®

Net present value or NPV is the value obtained by discounting all cash outflows and inflows of a capital investment project by a
chosen target rate of return or cost of capital. The NPV method compares the present value of all the cash inflows from an investment
with the present value of all the cash outflows from an investment. The NPV is thus calculated as the PV of cash inflows minus the PV of
cash outflows. The NPV method of investment appraisal is to accept projects with a positive NPV. If the NPV is negative the project
investment is rejected.

An annuity is a constant cash flow for a number of years. A perpetuity is a constant cash flow forever.

Discounting starts with the future value, and converts a future value to a present value. For example, if a company expects to earn a (compound)
rate of return of 10% on its investments, how much would it need to invest now to have the following investments?

(a) $11,000 after 1 year
(b) $12,100 after 2 years
(c) $13,310 after 3 years

The answer is $10,000 in each case, and we can calculate it by discounting. The discounting formula to calculate the present value of a future sum
of money at the end of n time periods is:

PV =FV ————
v V(1+r)"

1

Presentvalueof 1= (1+1r)"or REE

1

(d) After 1year, $11,000 x RETYTN S 10,000
1

(e) After 2 year, $12,100 x o 510,000
1

0) After 3 year, $13,310 X o - 510,000

Discounting can be applied to both money receivable and also to money payable at a future date. By discounting all payments and
receipts from a capital investment to a present value, they can be compared on a common basis at a value which takes account of when
the various cash flows will take place.

Example:

Khmer Cam Co., Plc, a manufacturing company, has developed a new bicycle, ‘Carbon Bicycle’, which it plans to launch in the near
future. Sales of new bicycle are expected to be very strong, following a favorable review by a popular Khmer magazine. Khmer Cam Co.,
Plc has been informed that the review will give the bicycle a ‘best purchase’ recommendation. Sales volumes, production volumes and
selling prices for ‘Carbon Bicycle’ over its four-year file are expected to be as follows.

Year 1 2 3 4
Sales and production (units) 150,000 70,000 60,000 60,000
Selling price (S per bicycle) $25 $24 $23 $22

Financial information on ‘Carbon Bicycle’ for the first year of production is as follows:

5 Investopedia, What Is Present Value in Finance, and How Is It Calculated, available at:
https://www.investopedia.com/terms/p/presentvalue.asp#:~:text=by%20different%20investments.-
Present%20value%20(PV)%20is%20the%20current%20value%200f%20a%20future,could%20be%20earned%20if%20invested.
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Direct material cost $5.4 per bicycle. Other variable production cost $6.00 per bicycle. Fixed costs $4.00 per bicycle. Advertising costs
to stimulate demand are expected to be $650,000 in the first year of production and $100,000 in the second year of production. No
advertising costs are expected in the third and fourth year of production. Fixed costs represent incremental cash fixed production
overheads. ‘Carbon Bicycle” will be produced on a new production machine costing $800,000. Although this production machine is
expected to have a useful life of up to ten years, government legislation allows Khmer Cam Co., Plc to claim the capital cost of machine
against the manufacture of a single product.

Capital allowances will therefore be claimed on a straight-line basis over four years. Khmer Cam Co., Plc pays tax on profit to at a rate
of 30% per year and tax liabilities are settled in year in which they arise. Khmer Cam Co., Pls uses an after-tax discount rate of 10% when

appraising new capital investments. Ignore inflation rate.

Calculation of NPV of 'Carbon Bicycle' investment project

Year 1 2 3 4
$000 $000 $000 $000

Sales revenue 3,750 1,680 1,380 1,320

Direct materials (810) (378) (324) (324)

Variable production (900) (420) (360) (360)

Advertising (650) (100)

Fixed costs 600 600 600 600

Taxable cash flow 790 182 96 36

Taxation (237) (55) (29) (11)
553 127 67 25

Capital Allowance 60 60 60 60

tax benefits

Net cash flow 613 187 127 85

Discount at 10% 0.909 0.826 0.751 0.683

Present values 557.2 154.5 95.4 58.1

Present value of future benefits 865.2

Initial investment 800

Net present value 65.2

Fixed costs in year 1= 150,000 x 4 = $600,000 and since these represent a one-off increase in fixed production overheads, these are the
fixed costs in subsequent years as well.
Annual capital allowance (CA) tax benefits = (800,000/4) x 0.3 = $60,000 per year

Comment

The net present value of $65,200 is positive and the investment can therefore be recommended on financial acceptable. However, it
should be noted that the positive net present value depends heavily on sales in first year. In fact, sensitivity analysis shows that a
decrease of 5% in first year sales will result in a zero net present value.

Advantages of Net Present Value
Net Present Value method takes into account the time value of money and this is giving a better picture of the project’s viability.
- It considers the timing of cash flows.
- It considers the whole life of the project because all cash flows relating to the project life are incorporated in its
calculations.
- ltgivesanindication about the increase or decrease in the wealth of shareholders. Its decisions rule is consistent with the
objective of maximization of shareholders wealth.
- It focuses on cash flows rather than accounting profit, so it takes into account the relevancy and irrelevancy of cash flows.
- Net Present Value is technically a strong method as compared to others as it is an absolute measure.
- Change in cost of capital can be incorporated in it.
- ltcan also be used for projects with non-conventional cash flows.

e
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- It gives a better ranking of mutually exclusive projects.*®

Disadvantages of Net Present Value
- Itinvolves complex calculations as compared to other techniques. Resultantly, it is difficult to calculate and
- difficult to understand.
- Managers feel it difficult to explain the calculations of Net Present Value method.
- It does not take into account the risk and uncertainty of estimates and scarcity of resources.
- Cost of capital used in NPV calculation is difficult to calculate and gets subjective when we incorporate risk and
- uncertainty within companies cost of capital.
- Changing technology may render the product obsolete before the natural end of the project life.
- It fails to relate the return of the project to the size of the cash outl
- It involves complex calculations as compared to other techniques. Resultantly, it is difficult to calculate and difficult to
understand.
- Managers feel it difficult to explain the calculations of Net Present Value method.
- It does not take into account the risk and uncertainty of estimates and scarcity of resources.
- Changing technology may render the product obsolete before the natural end of the project life.
- It fails to relate the return of the project to the size of the cash out.?”

Ill- Recommendations
There are many reasons that could be discussed in support of the view that net present value (NPV) is superior to other investment
appraisal methods:

NPV considers cash of flows

This is a reason why NPV is preferred to return on capital employed (ROCE), since ROCE compares’ average annual accounting profit
with initial or average capital invested. Financial management always prefers cash flows to accounting profit, since profit is seen as
being open to manipulation. Furthermore, only cash flows are capable of adding to the wealth of shareholders in the form of increased
dividends. Both internal rate of return (IRR) and Payback also consider cash flows.

NPV considers the whole of an investment project

In this respect NPV is superior to Payback, which measures the time it takes for an investment project to repay the initial capital invested.
Payback therefore considers cash flows within the payback period and ignores cash flows outside of the payback period. If Payback is
used as an investment appraisal method, projects yielding high returns outside of the payback period will be wrongly rejected. In
practice, however, it is unlikely that Payback will be used alone as an investment appraisal method.

NPV considers the time value of money

NPV and IRR are both discounted cash flow (DCF) models which consider the time value of money, whereas ROCE and Payback do not.
Although Discounted Payback can be used to appraise investment projects, this method still suffers from the criticism that it ignores
cash flows outside of the payback period. Considering the time value of money is essential, since otherwise cash flows occurring at
different times cannot be distinguished from each other in terms of value from the perspective of the present time.

NPV is an absolute measure of return

NPV is seen as being superior to investment appraisal methods that offer a relative measure of return, such as IRR and ROCE, and which
therefore fail to reflect the amount of the initial investment or the absolute increase in corporate value. Defenders of IRR and ROCE
respond that these methods offer a measure of return that is understandable by managers and which can be intuitively compared with
economic variables such as interest rates and inflation rates.

NPV links directly to the objective of maximizing shareholders' wealth

The NPV of an investment project represents the change in total market value that will occur if the investment project is accepted. The
increase in wealth of each shareholder can therefore be measured by the increase in the value of their shareholding as a percentage of
the overall issued share capital of the company. Other investment appraisal methods do not have this direct link with the primary
financial management objective of the company.

NPV always offers the correct investment advice

16 University Teknologi MARA, Professional account ACCA (Ac551), available at: https://www.studocu.com/my/document/universiti-teknologi-mara/professional-
account-acca/f9-short-notes/25864125

71d.
1
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With respect to mutually exclusive projects, NPV always indicates which project should be selected in order to achieve the maximum
increase on corporate value. This is not true of IRR, which offers incorrect advice at discount rates which are less than the internal rate
of return of the incremental cash flows.

NPV can accommodate changes in the discount rate
While NPV can easily accommodate changes in the discount rate, IRR simply ignores them, since the calculated internal rate of return
is independent of the cost of capital in all time periods.

NPV has a sensible re-investment assumption

NPV assumes that intermediate cash flows are re-invested at the company's cost of capital, which is a reasonable assumption as the
company's cost of capital represents the average opportunity cost of the company's providers of finance, i.e. it represents a rate of
return which exists in the real world. By contrast, IRR assumes that intermediate cash flows are reinvested at the internal rate of return,
which is not an investment rate available in practice.

NPV can accommodate non-conventional cash flows

Non-conventional cash flows exist when negative cash flows arise during the life of the project. For each change in sign there is
potentially one additional internal rate of return. With non- conventional cash flows, therefore, IRR can suffer from the technical
problem of giving multiple internal rates of return.

In conclusion then, although both NPV and IRR use discounted cash flows as a method of arriving at an investment decision, the results
that they generate need to be interpreted with care, and they do not always yield the same investment decisions. NPV is the preferred
criteria where the two approaches give ambiguous results.

iTrade Bulletin | 24



Policy Brief Vol 03 | Issue 06

1
iTrade Bulletin | 25



Policy Brief Vol 03 | Issue 06

Bibliography
1. ADB, Cambodia’s Economy to Accelerate in 2022 and 2023
Khmer Times, FDI inflow to Cambodia increases by 7.7 percent in 2022 despite global uncertainty
Eliott Betts, ACCA F9, Financial Management
BPP, ACCA, Paper F9, Financial Management
Harvard Business Review, Financial Analysis
SoFi Learn, How to Calculate the Payback Period
Investopedia, What Is Present Value in Finance, and How s It Calculated
University Teknologi MARA, Professional account ACCA (Ac551)
. Accounting for Management.org, Payback method
10. Quizlet, Chapter 7 Finance
11. Saylor Academy, Payback Period Method

©ONOU A WS

e
iTrade Bulletin | 26


https://www.studocu.com/my/course/universiti-teknologi-mara/professional-account-acca/3616123
https://learn.saylor.org/




	cover
	KH
	EN copy
	iTrade Bulletin Vol 03 Issue 06 New
	End Page (2) copy

